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and based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition. 

2 * ^ bemuse they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 

Present claims 38-43 partially relate to the use of products solely 

referenceto a desirable characteristic or property, namely the ability 
to bind certain compounds and complexes. 

The claims cover all products having this characteristic or PJ°P6rty, 
whereas the application Provides support within the meaning 
84 EPC and/or disclosure w thin the meaning of Article 83 EPC for only a 
very limited number of such products. In the present case the claims so 
lack suDDort and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
setrch over the whole of the claimed scope Is Impossible Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 84 EPC). An 
attempt Is made todefine the Pr° du ct/compound/method/apparatu S by 
reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the 
orelent case is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of 
the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried 
out for those parts of the claims which appear to be c ear, supported 
anS Sisclo^ed.namely those parts relating to the particular binding 
agents mentioned in claim 34 and the peptides mentioned in claims 25-27. 

The aDDl leant 's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
eS shed need Sot be the subject of an International preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
toUcy wheS act ng as an International Preliminary Examining Authority 1s 
SoSly Tot to carry out a preliminary examination on matter ; which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
"claimfare amended following receipt of the search repor .or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds Into the regional phase 
Ke the 5o, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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